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From the Chair: 

 

What a beautiful time of year we are currently experiencing!  Fall brings cool, crisp days and nights and 
glorious colors on the trees and the fall flowers.  Each day brings a new surprise as more trees turn and the 
colors change.  As you get further into your bell program year, I hope that you and your choirs are enjoying 
the “colors” of the music you are ringing.  Music is so much more than ringing the correct notes and rhythms 
that are on the page.  We must constantly strive to be sure we are including the beautiful “colors” of the music. 

 

 I am reminded of an experience we had at the 2007 Festival Conference.  That conference was held at the 
University of Oswego, NY overlooking Lake Ontario.  The hockey rink where the ringing was held had large 
windows on one side overlooking the lake.  The director, Tim Waugh, was facing that window as he was 
rehearsing a reflective piece.  Suddenly, he stopped and asked the ringers to turn around and face the window.  
There they experienced a spectacular sunset over the lake.  After watching for a few moments, Tim then asked 
the choir, to “ring what you just saw”. 

 

Experiences like this await you and your choir at next summer’s festival conference at the University of 
Scranton.  I hope you are making plans to attend. Even if only a few members of your choir can attend, they 
will be enriched by the experience and bring knowledge back to your choirs, and your programs will grow 
from it.  (more information about the conference is elsewhere in this newsletter.) 

 

I wish you a season filled with joyous colors both this fall and as we 
enter into the seasons of Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.  May your ringing enrich the lives of 
both your ringers and those for whom you ring. 
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PHE Mourns Death of Longtime 
Member 

     I wanted to inform you all of a special event 
happening in the lives of the Philadelphia Handbell 
Ensemble ringers.  Some of you know that we lost 
one of our charter members to ovarian cancer last 
year at the age of 29.  Cynthia Drenth was a seriously 
devoted member of PHE who contributed to the 
group in so many ways beyond her ringing. 
      Upon her death, PHE established a memorial 
fund in Cynthia's honor to be used to commission a 
handbell arrangement in her memory.  The response 
was overwhelming, and the excess donations will be 
used to further PHE's outreach mission, something 
Cynthia also supported in a huge way.  We 
commissioned Dr. John Behnke to create an 
arrangement of "Give Me Jesus," the background 
music her husband, Joe, used to create a video 
celebration of Cynthia's life for her memorial 
service.     

      

  PHE is proud and honored to be debuting 
this wonderful, creative work at Cynthia and Joe's 
home church, the First Baptist Church of 
Doylestown, at 4 PM on Sunday, November 23, 2008 
as part of a public concert.  More information can be 
found on PHE's website, PHEBells.org.   
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Call for Nominations for Area 
II Board for 2009-2011  

  

On behalf of the Nominating committee and the Board of 
Directors of Area II, AGEHR, you are invited to play an 
important role in identifying the Area's leadership by 
nominating officers for the 2009-2011 term. 

As you consider your nominations, please keep in mind the 
following: 

    1.  The elected officers of Area II are the Chair, the 
Chair-elect, the Treasurer/Registrar, and the Secretary. 

    2.  The term of office (except for Chair-elect) is 2 years 
beginning Oct. 1, 2009. 

    3.  There will be two nominees for each office.  All 
candidates must be members in good standing of Area II 
and must give their consent to be nominated. 

    4.  The Chair-elect position involves a term of six years, 
two as chair-elect, two as chair, two as past-chair. 

      Please submit your suggestions for nominations by 
January 15, 2009.   The names will be reviewed by the 
nominating committee which is chaired by Kathie 
Bittenbender.  The slate of officers will be presented to the 
Area membership for vote in the spring of 2009. 

 Thank you for your participation in the nominating process. 

 Kathie Bittenbender, Past-chair 

 rbittenben@comcast.net 

  717-697-6257 
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Tins     

        

Title  Composer Arranger  Publisher Code Octaves Level Instruments 

        

Abide With Me 
William H. 
Monk Susan Geschke Agape 2423 3-5 2 opt. 3/4 oct handchimes 

Song of Gladness Arnold Sherman   Red River 
RRHB006

4 2-6 2+   

The Gospel Train   Valerie Stephenson Lorenz 20/1382L 3-5 2+ Train whistle 

        

Coppers        
        

Title  Composer Arranger  Publisher Code Octaves Level Instruments 

        

Laudation Arnold Sherman   Flammer HP5306 3-5 4   

Morning Has Broken Gaelic Melody Joel Raney Agape 2430 3-7 3+ 
opt. 3-7 oct 
handchimes; synth & 
percussion 

Rise Up Shepherd and Follow Spiritual Cynthia Dobrinski Agape 2415 3-6 3 
opt. 3-6 opt 
handchimes; opt. 
clarinet 

Staccato Giocoso 
Cathy 
Moklebust   

Choristers 
Guild CGB538 3 or 5 3   

        

Bronze        
        

Title  Composer Arranger  Publisher Code Octaves Level Instruments 

        

A Mighty Fortress is Our God Martin Luther Cathy Moklebust 
Choristers 
Guild CGB362 3 or 5 4   

God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen Traditional Kevin McChesney Jeffers JHS 9329 3-5 4   

Prelude on Herzliebster Jesu Various Fred Gramann AGEHR AG47002 4-7 5   

Wedding Day at Troldhaugen Grieg Betty Garee Shawnee SPHP5057 4-5 Adv.   

        

Massed        
        

Title  Composer Arranger  Publisher Code Octaves Level Instruments 

        

Bwana Asifiwe 
Cathy 
Moklebust 

  
Choristers 
Guild 

CGB 367; 
Full Score 
CGB366 

3-5 3+ African percussion 

Glorious Things of Thee are 
Spoken Franz J. Haydn Linda McKechnie Shawnee SPHP5137 3-5   Brass/organ 

Fantasy on Kingsfold Kingsfold H. Dean Wagner Agape 2134 3-5 2+ opt. 3 oct handchimes 

Soar Like an Eagle Dan R. Edwards   
Choristers 
Guild CGB530 3 or 5 2+   

On the Winds of the Morning 
Mark Jonathan 
Schiffert   AGEHR AG35287 3-5 3 opt. 3 oct handchimes 

2009 Festival  Music 
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Division A        

        

Title  Composer Arranger  Publisher Code 
Oc-

taves 
Level Instruments 

Come to Christmas Various Linda Lamb Ring Out RO3253 2-3 1   

Simple Gifts Traditional 
Valerie           
Stephenson 

Choristers     
Guild 

CGB347   
CGB348 

2-3         
3-5 

1   

        

        

Division B        

        

Title  Composer Arranger  Publisher Code 
Oc-

taves 
Level Instruments 

Grand Celebration Derek Hakes   AGEHR AG35271 3-5 2 
opt. 2-5 oct hand-
chimes 

Savior of the Nations, Come   
Cathy       Mok-
lebust 

Choristers 
Guild 

CGB 173    
CGB 300 

2-3        
3-5 

2 Percussion 

        

        

Massed        

        

Title  Composer Arranger  Publisher Code 
Oc-

taves 
Level Instruments 

Processional TBA             

Many and Great Plains Melody 
Kathleen 
Wissinger 

Composers CP7032 2-3 1   

Ring Praise O My Soul Margaret Tucker   
Choristers 
Guild 

CGB 400   
CGB 401 

2-3        
3-5 

1+   

Toccata 
Michael          
Helman 

  
Choristers 
Guild 

CGB 335   
CGB 336 

2-3        
4-5 

2 
* Division A rings 
choir 2; Division B 
rings choir 1 

Groove in G 
Greg           Un-
derwood 

  AGEHR AG23033 2-3 3 opt. percussion 

2009 Young Ringer Music 

Have you noticed that our composition 
winner “Groove in G” is a level 3 piece?  
Are you concerned that your young 
ringers may not be able to handle it?  This 
piece has been assigned this level because 
of its “groovy” rhythm.  Our Board is 
sure that once this repetitive rhythm is 
taught, your kids will pick it up quickly 
and have lots of fun ringing the piece. 
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a Maryland Community Ensemble 

Winter Concerts – Legends & Legacies 

Friday, December 19, 2008 - 7:30 PM Saturday, December 20, 2008 – 7:30 PM 

Scott Theater, Carroll Community College Milford Mill United Methodist Church 

1601 Washington Rd., Westminster, MD 901-915 Milford Mill Rd., Pikesville, MD 

Advance Sell - $10 Adults/$8 for Seniors over 60 and Children 5 - 12/Under 5 Free 

At the Door - $12 Adults/$10 for Seniors over 60 and Children 5 - 12/Under 5 Free 

Young Ringer’s Festival Synergy - for advanced handbell choirs/community choirs 

For children in grades 2 through 12 Full or partial choirs, observers and roadies may attend 

Saturday, March 21, 2009 Friday, March 27 through Sunday, March 29, 2009 

Clinician: Larry Henning Clinician: William A. Payn 

Cranberry Station Elementary, Westminster, MD New Windsor Middle School, New Windsor, MD 

Fee: $20 ringer; $7 per chaperone before 2/14/09 Fee: $45 ringers, $30 observers, $20 roadies before 1/27/09 

Fee: $25 ringer; $7 per chaperone. before 2/28/09 Fee: $50 ringers, $35 observers, $25 roadies before 2/27/09 

Fee: $30 ringer; $9 per chap 

For more information about any of the above workshops/concerts, 

please contact: Debbie Henning 

410-848-5482 * director@thewestminsterringers.org�
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What actually is an Endorsed Event? 



     Do you know that Area II has grant funds available to groups who would like to start a festival in their local 
area?  Are you currently holding an annual handbell event such as a festival, workshop, or reading session? 

AGEHR endorses educational events such as festivals, conferences, seminars, workshops & reading session. 

What does it mean to endorse your event? 

      Endorsed events receive the following benefits: 

1. Liability Insurance:   An endorsed event is covered by the AGEHR liability policy.  If the facility requires 
a form to include additional insurance, there is a $35.00 fee, payable to AGEHR. 

2. Borrowed Equipment Insurance:  Equipment that is borrowed for the event, including classes, is covered 
against loss due to theft or disaster by an AGEHR umbrella insurance policy.  There is a $1,000 deductible.  
This insurance does not include bells used in massed ringing. 

3. Professional Development:  Area II on your endorsed event entitles your participants to a certificate of 
Professional Development. 

4. Performance Royalties:  Under the AGEHR license agreement with ASCAP, performance royalties for 
the event will be paid by AGEHR. 

5. Mechanical Royalties:  Making audio recordings of concerts during your event are approved by the 
handbell Industry Council (HIC).  This applies only to official recordings made by your event sponsor, not to 
recordings made by individuals.  All other audio and video recordings constitute an infringement of US 
copyright laws.  You must, following your event, send statutory mechanical royalties and the Royalty Form to 
the publishers involved. 

6. Advertising:   The event will be listed in Overtones, in our Area II newsletter, on the National and Area 
websites.   All your advertising must state that your event is endorsed by the American Guild of English 
Handbell Ringers. 

7. Mailing labels:  AGEHR will provide labels at no cost for the market region of the event. 

Dishonesty and Site Insurance: Individuals who handle money for the event in an official capacity are 
covered by an AGEHR insurance policy.  A rider may be purchased if your site requires its name and facility 
appear on the policy. 

How does an event become endorsed? 

     You may endorse your event by downloading the application from the National website (www.agehr.org) .  
Submit the application to the Area II chair.  Following the event you submit a report to National and send a 
check for the endorsement (participation) fee to Area II. 

What is the endorsement (participation) fee and how is it used? 

     The endorsement fee is based on how many participants you have. 

 1 to 99 paid registrants $.75 per registrant per day 

            100 to 499 registrants  $1.00 per registrant per day 

Currently, all participation fees go into the Area II endowment fund. 

We strongly  urge all groups holding local educational handbell events to have your event endorsed2�
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       “Handbells are for everyone” 
Everything You Need to Get Non-music Readers to ring! 

         A workshop to encourage and motivate the Special Needs community to  

    consider handbells as a viable musical enrichment/performance opportunity 

      (specifically for people with functional disabilities and aging populations) 

     This workshop presents a unique avenue to inspire others to realize that they can “make a difference in this world”. New music 
programs can be launched that would raise  expectations  and enhance the quality of life for those who live with a challenge: to 
include after school programs, senior adult community centers, and organizations that work with people with functional disabilities.  
An extensive experience in musical training or handbell/handchime ringing is not a requirement. 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    There are numerous approaches and teaching skills with this special community. During the workshop, there will be two specific 
and different methods presented by the clinicians.  Although the ringers do not read standard music notation, it is exciting to realize 
that they can make music using creative direction. 

     Director adapts the music, writing color coded letters on a scroll which correspond to the assigned colors on the bells and then 
points to the chart in desired  rhythm.  The director should have some basic knowledge of music notation and handbell ringing.  
Motivation and understanding of this special community is mandatory. 

    Director uses pointing, hand cues, and sign language. Depending on the complexity of the music and the size of  the group, one or 
two directors may be needed.  It is important to memorize the music to direct the ringers which are positioned in key board order. 
The director should have extensive music experience, some handbell knowledge, and a love for this special community. 

Clinicians: 
Cathy Taylor is the director of the Woodson Handbell Choir which is part of the specialized music program for developmentally disabled 
students in the Abilene, Texas school district. Cathy also directs the Bell Peppers, a new bell choir at DRI (Disability Resources Inc.) 
www.driabilene.org   DRI provides residential and vocational services for adults with developmental disabilities.  The groups use a system 
of adaptive music notation on roll charts that utilize color-coded letters .Cathy is the secretary of the  Area IX board of the American Guild 
of English Handbell Ringers. 

Sue Graves and Joyce Klinck are co-directors of the Joybells at Melmark, a caring community in Berwyn, Pennsylvania that provides 
residential, educational, therapeutic, and recreational services for children and adults with special needs. Under their joint direction, the 
handbell ringers, who do not read music, are both taught and directed by hand cues and sign language. www.melmark.org Sue is a music 
therapist and music teacher at Tempo! Music Therapy Services.  Joyce  currently serves on the Area II American Guild of English Handbell 
Ringers Board as the Special Group Liaison. 

This workshop is an endorsed event by the AGEHR, INC.   

Date: January 16-17, 2009 

Friday: 5:00-8:00pm 

(tours and registration 2:00-5:00 pm) 

Saturday: 9:00am—5:00pm 

Location of workshop: 

The Brookwood Community 

1725 FM 1489, Brookshire, Texas 77423 

( outside Houston, Texas) 

www.brookwoodcommunity.org 

For further information and registration contact: 

Linda McKechnie 713-722-0808 

Linda@lindamckechnie.com 
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The Area II Board recently received word of the 
passing of one of our members.  Dee Roode died 
earlier this year. She served as the PA State 
Representative from 1997-1999.  Our condolences go 
out the family. 
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