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Are you aware of the many grants and scholarships Area II has to offer?  We have Betty B. 
Garee Scholarships for first time attendees to Area Festivals and Seminars as well as 
National Directors' Seminars.  We have the Charlie Cramer Scholarships for non-ringing 
"roadies" who help to move all your bells and equipment.  
We have Mission Grant monies, offered in festival conference years, to help supplement 
your present sets of handbells or handchimes, or to get you started buying them.  Area II 
offers grant monies (up to $250) to sub-areas who are trying to get an annual workshop and/ 

(Continued on page 14) 

�to register, that is, for the Read and Ring Seminar 2004 to be held August 12-14, 
2005 at the Host Inn in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 

 
Lancaster  - a wonderful town in the middle of Pennsylvania, where tours of 

authentic Amish farms and life thrill all who visit. Many historic sights are close by and 
there are shopping outlets galore.  You shouldn’ t miss this town. Bring the whole family! 

 

Leadership   - outstanding leadership has been assembled for the following seven 
tracks of concentrated ringing and/or study.  
 Level 1 and 2 Charles Kelley 
 Level 2 and 3  Jeffrey Honoré 
 Level 3 and 4   Michael Helman 
 Level 5 and 6  Deborah Rice 
 Solo and Ensemble Bobbi Schmid and Ron Bellamy 
 Beginning Directors Nancy Lutz 
 Reading for Non-Readers Gail Posey and Mike Joy 

Teachers of many other Handbell Courses 
Anna Carol Buffington, Kathie Bittenbender, Judy Dinkler, Chris Braden, Pam 

 Spirko, Sharon Potter, Sue Garton, Marilyn Shenenberger, Peggy McNamee 
 
�  Reading Sessions - wonderful new music from many publishers - chosen for 

you at every level of ability. 
   
�  Reading Session - music for the Area I I  2005 Festival  at Bucknell University. 

 
 IT’S NOT TO LATE - REGISTER NOW FOR THIS EVENT.  Registration 
forms and music selections may be found at the Area I I  website:  Area2agehr .org. To 
receive more information or  a hard copy of the registration form, wr ite or  call Ken 
Kelley. 
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     It is preferred that articles be sent in the format of Microsoft Office 2000 Publisher as an email attachment. Articles may also be sent in hard copy form, 

typewritten. Photos should be in black and white and be labeled on the back. A SASE should be included for  those wishing to have their photos returned.   
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Barbara Baldwin 
Merion Station, PA 
 
Nora Berlinger 
Jenkintown, PA 
 
Jerry Bigenho 
Quakertown, PA 
 
Judy Blair 
Elmira, NY 
 
Annette Boprey 
Ravena, NY 
 
Randy Broker 
Monroeville, PA 
 
Kathleen Brooks 
Rochester, NY 
 
Joan Brooks 
Commodore, PA 
 
Amy Brown 
New Woodstock, NY 
 
Cathy Chayko 
Bloomsburg, PA 
 
Richard N. Cochrane 
Clarks Summit, PA 
 
Ruth Cox 
Williamsport, PA 
 
Bern Deichman 
New Hope, PA 

Lawrence Depasquale 
Woodbury, NJ 
 
Emery Dewitt 
Lancaster, PA 
 
Faye D’ Ippolito 
West Mifflin, PA 
 
Jackie Dixon 
New Rochelle, NY 
 
Dorothy Drozdoff 
Whitehouse, NJ 
 
Cindy Finnegan-
Reifsteck 
Altoona, PA  
 
Corinne Griffiths 
Pottstown, PA 
 
Elizabeth Hall 
Beaver Falls, PA 
 
Annette Healey 
Tonawanda, NY 
 
Marrianne Hoyt 
Selinsgrove, PA 
 
Shelia Hughes 
Philadelphia, PA 
 
Steve Hunter 
Cheektowaga, NY 
 
 

Donna Ilecki 
Spingbrook, NY 
 
John Kilheffer 
Harrisburg, PA 
 
Charles Lady 
W. Seneca, NY 
 
Gregory Lane 
Denville, NJ 
 
Denise Marker 
Allison, PA 
 
Anita Meserole 
Lindenhurst, NY 
 
Debra Moore 
Indiana, PA 
 
Roy Nelson 
Ivyland, PA 
 
Aimee O’Neill 
Newtown, PA  
 
Young Pak 
Maplewood, NJ 
 
Mary Randle 
Brooklyn, NY 
 
Katherine Reier 
Abington, PA 
 
Ann Riester 
Tonawanda, PA 

Carol Saltzer 
Camp Hill, PA 
 
Linda Shatzer-Miller 
Boiling Springs, PA 
 
Mrs. Hae Shin Lee 
Maywood, NJ 
 
Beth Sommers 
Monroeville, PA 
 
Nancy Stelter 
Harrisburg, PA 
 
Peter Stevenson 
Bridgewater, NJ 
 
Susan Storch 
Lebanon, NJ 
 
Joanne Vasey 
Lewisburg, PA 
 
Tom Vitello 
Niagara Falls, NY 
 
Susan Walders 
Kenmore, NY  
 
Laura Warner 
Towanda, PA 
 
Jacque Wetzel 
Conyngham, PA 
 
Denise Whitecar 
Williamstown, NJ 

Greg Wilson 
Rocky Pt, NY 
 
Margaret Winter 
Canonsburg, PA 
 
Margie Wood 
Washington, PA 
 
Anita Wynn 
Newark, NJ 
 
Steve Young 
Howell, NJ 
 
Freedoms Plain 
Presbyterian Church 
LaGrangeville, NY 
 
Chippewa United 
Methodist Church 
Beaver Falls, PA 
 
Arumdaun Presbyterian 
Church 
Bethpage, NY   
 
Firedens United 
Church of Christ 
Sumneytown, PA 

Grants and Scholarship Awarded  
Area II recently awarded three grants to for Mission and Education by the advancement of Handbell Ringing in the 
area. First, matching funds will be provided to a group from East Main Prebyterian Church in Grove City, PA for their 
project “Music Mission Kiev,”  which is working to bring bell and chime choirs in the Ukraine. Next, awarded $250 to 
St. John’s United Methodist Church in Williamsport, PA for a Level I and II Workshop to be held September 25, 2004.  
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 If you have registered for Part I and/or Part II of the 50th Anniversary 
Celebration in Norfolk July 22-27 you should check www.agehr.org for the latest 
information and schedule.   
 
 While attending the celebration be sure to view the 50th Anniversary Video 
which Area II sponsored.  Details of the availability of the video for viewing after the 
seminar will be announced later.  
 
 Remember Area II is in charge of the Silent Auction.  Be sure you stop by to 
bid on some delightful baskets provided by the other Areas showcasing their states 
along with individual donations such as quilts, handmade items and other collectibles. 
 
 Area II’ s new educational display will be part of the HIC Exhibits. Please stop 
by to see this display and sign the register to be added to Area II archives. 
 
 There are also lots of links on the AGEHR website for information on other 
attractions in the Norfolk area. 

50th Anniversary Information 
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On Sunday May 16 at Saint Rose of Lima Church in 

Massapequa there was a concert including orchestra, choir &  
Handbells. 

 
The Church of Saint Aidan Spring handbell concert 

will be Sunday June 13 at Williston Park. 

  
In Cazenovia NY there will be a new handbell day 

camp named “Handbells and Harmony” .  It will run July 6 – 9 
and will involve children in grades 3 to 8.  For more 
information, contact Rene Hebert rhebert694@earthlink.net .�

�
August 2, the Klokken Ringers from Wapingers Falls 

will play a concert at Eastern Hills Bible Church in Manlius 
NY�

September 9  the Zion Community Ringers will host 
the Russian singers “Lyra”  at  Zion Lutheran Church in 
Cobleskill.�
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Pennsylvania ringers are gathering items for 

our PA basket for the silent auction at the AGEHR 
national event in Norfolk, VA, this July. We are 
seeking items that are manufactured in the state of 
Pennsylvania. We have acquired the following items: a 
Moravian star, shirt from Heinz Co., a Christmas 
ornament from Wendell August Forge, a PA Dutch hex 
sign and pretzels, a bell windchime from Schulmerich 
Co, Tasty Cakes, a T-shirt from Valley Forge National 
Park, tour book of PA, and a teddy bear tin of cookies 

from Stauffer’s Biscuit Co.  Thank you for helping fill 
the basket. The proceeds of the silent auction will 
benefit the AGEHR Endowment Fund. 

�
Our roster of PA District Coordinators is 

almost complete. Still needed are DC’s from 
Philadelphia and Northeast Philadelphia; the 
Shippensburg and Chambersburg area, the Harrisburg 
area and west of the city;  and the Somerset, Indiana, 
and Johnstown area. Will you help fill these positions? 
The only requirement for the "job" is a willingness to 
contact people in your immediate area a few times, to 
respond to requests for help, and basically, just be your 
warm, friendly self! Contact Anna Carol if you can serve 
as a DC.�



� � � � �� �� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � � �

 

It’s hard to believe another program year in our churches and schools has come to an end, I 
hope you are enjoying  your summer and I also hope to see you at Area II’s Read & Ring or at Norfolk 
for the 50th anniversary celebration. If you are at Norfolk, stop by Area II’ s display and sign the anni-
versary book!  

I am so proud of Area II, many exciting things are happening, I’d like to share some of them 
with you:  

·  The Area II board met in Lancaster at the Host (the site of the Read & Ring being held Au-
gust 12 – 14, 2004. Reservations are up for this year’sRead & Ring, we hope to see you in 
Lancaster for one of the ringing tracks or participating in the new beginning director’s 
track! It’s not too late to send in your reservation. (forms are on our web site). 

·  A new position was created on the Area II board starting October, 2005 we’ ll now have a 
mentoring chair. Our mentoring program has been so successful that it requires one person 
to devote their time to handling the requests from new choirs and choirs who want someone 
to help them!  

·  We now have a Webmaster – John Braden has agreed to take care of our web site ----- take 
a look at our web site – things are current -what a great job John has done!  

·  The board awarded three grants – two for new events and one for the purchase of bells for a 
mission project! Please read more about this in this edition of TTT. It’s so exciting to see 
new festivals and program start!  

·  Membership in Area II is increasing! If you know of any choirs in your area that aren’ t 
members of AGEHR, give them the info on becoming a member, we’d be happy to send a 
copy of Twice Tolled Tales to them to let them know what’s happening in our area. All you 
have to do is email me and I’ ll send them a copy.  

·  A new position has been created for a Communications Coordinator who will be the liaison 
with the webmaster and Twice Tolled Tales editor.  

 
  Many positive things are happening in Area II – if you have any questions or need information 
you may always reach me via email and I’ ll get back to you as soon as possible.  

 
Hope you all have a wonderful summer, look forward to seeing you at the Read & Ring and in 

Norfolk.  
 

Message from the Chair                                       � � � � � �� � � 	 
 � � �
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Need a little extra boost to your music program?  (Who doesn’ t?) Sometimes adding a new instrument will 

bring freshness to your musical presentations and foster new interest.  In case you haven’ t tried them, handchimes 

are a wonderful way to add depth to an already established program.  Handchimes work well with all ages – have 

lovely tone quality – are easily accessible and transportable – combine well with other instruments – AND can be 

borrowed for a year!  (FREE OF CHARGE – you only pay for shipping.)  AREA II Handchime Lending Program 

allows for one-time use either through a summer or through a “school year”  to help get church, school or 

community groups started or to expand programs.  Our Area owns 8 three-octave sets of handchimes – and would 

like to get them into your hands.  How about giving them a try?  To download forms go to www.area2agehr.org 
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The third grant is to be given to Handbell and Harmony Camp to help with expenses in their handbell camp which was 
held July 6-9, 2004 in Manlius, NY. 
 
The Betty G. Garee scholarship for 2004 was awarded to Karen Reinhard from Hickory, PA for $325 to cover the reg-
istration for Part II of the 50th Anniversary Celebration.  

  
 Grants and Scholarships 
 
(Continued from page 3) 

 
Watch for  Bylaws Revision  
 
Area II Board of Directors is revising our Bylaws so that they will be in compliance with those of the National 

organization and reflect the changes in the way the organization is being governed. The revisions will be sent to the 
National Board of Directors first and then they will be sent to you, the membership, for approval. We hope that this 
will happen about the first of September. Please watch your mail this fall for the Bylaws revisions. Once you review 
them, please cast your ballot (to be provided) to either approve or reject the revision. Voting is an important privilege 
of membership in AGEHR.  
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or festival started.   We have also given "special grants" to mission projects that have been undertaken by members of Area II.     
Area II has a very active Handchime Lending Program. Each state has several sets of handchimes to lend to schools or churches 
interested in starting a new handbell or handchime programs.   
 
New to the Area is the Mentoring Program that can bring personalized handbell help to you, your church or your school.   We 
will send a clinician to you for a workshop that addresses your particular needs!    
 
How can you find out more about all of these?  Check out our website!  www.area2agehr.org.   You may download the necessary 
forms there. Not web-savvy? Then call or email any Area officer!  We'll send you a brochure and application. 
 
Take advantage of all that Area II has to offer you!  

Do You Know?? 
 
(Continued from page 1) 
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Choir Creates the Sound of Joy  
 

Handbell group that works without wr itten music captivates audiences. 
 

 Using nearly 80 bells with an almost five octave range, the Joybells captivated their young audience with a repertoire that 
included such favorites as "Over the Rainbow" and "An American Fantasy," a medley of patriotic tunes. 

Some members of this handbell choir are 30-year veterans, such as Janet Benson, who took center stage and sang "You 
Light Up My Life" at the recent concert for Haverford School students. Others are newcomers such as Lisa Burgwald of Broomall. 

The ringers, who create a magical sound with bells, have performed at the White House three times, at a gubernatorial 
inauguration, and at the National Constitution Center last fall as part of a gala fund-raiser for Melmark, a Berwyn-based facility that 
offers educational and residential programs for adults and children with developmental disabilities. 

The Joybells, all clients of Melmark, gives about 40 concerts a year. With a new tour bus, they will leave April 30 for a 
five-day New York trip with stops in Albany and Long Island that will include entertaining at a bar mitzvah and a Korean commu-
nity center. The choir will also perform at the American Guild of English Handbell Ringers' 50th anniversary celebration in July in 
Virginia. 

The Joybells were created in the 1970s by Mildred Krentel, who founded Melmark with her husband for their daughter 
who was born with Down syndrome. Many of the young people had an interest in music but no way to express it, explained Sue 
Graves, director of the Joybells for 13 years. 

Krentel, who used toy bells at first, would point to a ringer for each note because the players didn't read music, Graves 
said. "Together as a group they could play a song. She started pointing out simple melodies. It just grew and grew." 

Krentel's daughter Melissa, one of the original Joybells, performed at the Haverford School concert. "She's usually on the 
melody because she's an excellent musician," Graves said. 

The 12 Joybells range in age from 22 to 50, and all but one have Down syndrome. 
Graves and co director Joyce Klinck use hand signals, head nods, sign language and eye contact to cue the ringers on 

stage. The bells are arranged - largest to smallest - on a long table in front of the Joybells, who select the bells they need. 
"We're always learning new music," said Graves, of West Chester. "We try to do a wide range - sacred, classical, popular, 

Disney, Broadway, patriotic and Christmas. 
"Every time we learn a new song, you have to come up with a pattern of signals based on the music. 
"Once you've learned it, you have a beautiful piece of music." 
"It's a method that works," said Klinck, of Blue Bell, who has been involved with bells as a ringer or director for 19 years. 

"It's amazing what they can do with the bells," she said. 
The Joybells gave the featured concert at a handbell seminar in Lancaster in 2002, said Peggy McNamee of the American 

Guild of English Handbell Ringers. 
"They did a wonderful job. The quality and excellence that they ring at is just amazing. There was not a dry eye in the 

room. They just love doing what they are doing." 
The Joybells directors gave a workshop on their method, which can be used for other special-needs groups, she said. 
Three times a year, the group has all-day practice weeks. "That is exhausting," Graves said. 
Burgwald, 22, of Broomall, who joined the Joybells in September, said: "It is hard work, but I'm used to it. I do like the 

directors. They do a good job. You have to pay attention and focus. I love it. It's my dream come true. I wanted to be in it so badly." 
Bill Richards, 40, who has been a member since he was was 9, said: "I love being in the bell choir because I love to go out 

and meet people. I went to Florida, the Midwest, New York. Music is fun for me." 
After boarding the bus for Haverford, the group paused to pray for a safe trip and good concert. 
"It's a team effort," Graves said. "It takes every single person to make this work." 
When a hush fell over the audience at Haverford School, the flowing melody of the bells enchanted the students. As Ben-

son sang "You Light Up My Life," three of the Joybells interpreted the song in sign language as the rest of the choir, dressed in black 
and white with white gloves, accompanied her with the bells. 

"Impressive," said Haverford second-grade teacher Terry Ertel after the concert finale. 
"It was great," agreed James Tarte, 9, of Bryn Mawr. "It was fantastic." 

 

Reprinted from The Philadelphia Inquirer by Mary Jane Janco 
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